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Great year of achievement comes to a close

It’s hard to believe that we have wrapped up 
another school year and summer school is 
about to start! It was a great year, with lots 
of learning and many moments of pride 
and success for our students. It was bitter-
sweet as we joined in celebrating the grad-
uations of 60 students from our Recovery 
High School, Northshore Academy Upper 
School, Topsfield Vocational Academy and 
Embark and SOAR programs.
A number of spring events highlighted the 
accomplishments of our diverse student 

body.  Northshore Academy Upper School 
held a wonderful talent show and open 
house, with many students singing, reciting 
poetry, playing music, and demonstrating 
their academic and culinary talents.
Topsfield Vocational Academy students 
took part in launching the dory they helped 
build at Essex Shipbuilding Museum. The 
event generated a lot of press coverage for 
the school and the woodworking program. 
As their boat entered the Essex River, some 
students called out, “Hey, it didn’t sink!”
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TVA DORY LAUNCH Topsfield Vocational Academy woodworking students had the joy of chris-
tening and launching the 20-foot dory that they built for the Adventure Schooner at the Essex 
Shipbuilding Museum this year. This was one of the school’s great community internships. As they 
ventured into the Essex River and started to paddle, the students seemed to marvel that the boat 
stayed afloat. “Hey, it didn’t sink!” some of them were heard to joke.
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news & events

TVA sophomore Clara Dambach won 
an award for her art after submitting it 
to the Marine Endangered Species Art 
Contest at NOAA Fisheries in Glouces-
ter. More than 250 students from nine 
states entered the contest.
On May 31st, for the 10th year, Recovery 
High School students and staff appeared 
on stage with professional artists in the 
amazing Express Yourself performance 
ALIVE at the Boch Center Wang Theatre. 
They also submitted pieces to the Beverly 
Library’s Teen Poetry contest and senior 
Abbie Jepson won second place. A week 
before graduation, students enjoyed their 
12th annual prom on a whale watch boat 
in Gloucester Harbor.
We had a record number of parents and 
guests attend the Kevin O’Grady School’s 
annual Art on the Hill event to marvel 
at the creative artwork made by students. 
A beautiful, 3-D interactive mural of 
a chameleon, the school’s mascot, was 
unveiled. All students literally had a 
hand in making the mural as a result of 
a six-week arts residency made possible 
by our friends from Young Audiences 
of Massachusetts. KOG rounded out the 
school year with a Fun Day of games on 
the field out back, complete with a dunk 
tank with which they soaked their good 
natured Principal Tom Miller.
In Salem, our transition students in the 
SOAR and Embark programs at Salem 
State University were involved in many 
campus-based activities with their uni-
versity buddies. They were busy with a 
wide variety of jobs and internships in 
the community, including animal care, 
working in retail establishments and 
restaurants, and as an aide at a residence/
rehab facility for senior citizens. They 
ended their year, shortly before gradu-
ation, by spending a week living in the 
Salem State dorms to practice indepen-
dent living. 

NSAU Hiking 
Northshore Academy Upper School students went on many day and 
overnight hikes this year thanks to grants from Cell Signaling Technology 
and North Shore Community Health Network to support the Outdoor 
Adventures program. Cell Signaling renewed its support for next year.

Embark Internship at NS Dog
SOAR and Embark students 
have jobs and internships at 
many businesses, including 
North Shore Dog in Danvers.

RHS ExYo ALIVE!
Northshore Recovery High School students and 
staff appeared on the stage of the Wang Theatre 
in Boston in ALIVE!, the 24th annual Express 
Yourself performance of youth with professional 
artists. They danced with Cammie Griffin of the 
STOMP! road show.

KOG Fun Day - Pirates
Kevin O’Grady School students 
enjoyed a range of games, 
along with face painting and 
bubble blowing, at their annual 
year-end Fun Day.

NSAL at PEM
Young learners at the Northshore Academy Lower 
School enjoyed a field trip to the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem this spring.                                     
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People’s United Bank Vice President Brian Mason presented a check 
for $10,000 to Executive Director Fran Rosenberg and Chief Financial 
Officer Glenn Bergevin. It is the latest donation from the People’s 
United Charitable Foundation of Eastern Massachusetts.

A number of grants have been awarded to the Consortium this 
year to support initiatives including classroom technology, vo-
cational education at the Kevin O’Grady School and training 
about what to do when an adolescent experiences a mental 
health or substance use crisis.

The People’s United Community Foundation of Eastern 
Massachusetts ($10,000) and the East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation ($5,000) each renewed their support 
for the Consortium’s Campaign for Classroom Technology. 
The grants will be used to purchase new Chromebooks to help 
meet the goal of establishing a one-to-one laptop program 
at Recovery High, the Northshore Academy Upper School, 
Topsfield Vocational Academy and transition programs SOAR 
and Embark. 
Our longtime friends at the Piccolo Family Charitable Foun-
dation, established in memory of Beverly Piccolo who had 
special needs, gave a generous donation of $2,500 to purchase 
iPads for the Kevin O’Grady School. Apple tablets make highly 
affordable adaptive communication devices for students who 
are unable to speak on their own.
Employees at New England Biolabs sent a $3,000 donation 
from the Corporate Contributions Committee to purchase 
new equipment for the Kevin O’Grady School’s vocational 
program. They have supported this program since 2009.
The John W. Alden Trust awarded $10,000 to underwrite the 
Youth Mental Health First Aid training for educators and 

Grants for tech, training & vocational ed

others who work with adolescents. Thanks to the Alden Trust, 
attendees will be able to pay $25 instead of the normal $100 
tuition.
Cell Signaling Technology renewed its support for NSAU’s 
Outdoor Adventures program with a $5,000 grant. Finally, we 
were thrilled to receive a $25,000 grant from the van Otterloo 
Family Foundation to support advanced training in the Col-
laborative Problem Solving approach to dealing with student 
behavioral issues.

Our Northshore Academy Lower 
School students took a trip to the Pea-
body Essex Museum, and everyone 
continued to “focus on kindness,” a 
school-wide effort that students took 
part in throughout the entire school 
year. Students have also planted a gar-
den in the raised bed containers that 
Topsfield Vocational Academy wood-
working students built for them.
In addition to all of this, MCAS assess-
ments were successfully completed!
As I complete my fifth year as Executive 
Director, I am pleased with all that we 
have accomplished, and am looking 
at our strategic planning for the next 
five years. Having the right leadership 
and physical space are critical pieces, 

and much of my energy over the past 
months has been looking at movement 
in these two areas.
The Topsfield Vocational Academy be-
came part of the Consortium last sum-
mer.  Shortly after this transition took 
place, their landlord decided to sell the 
property. We are in the final phases of 
purchasing this property, assuring a 
secure home for Topsfield Vocational 
Academy for the future.
Kevin O’Grady School Principal Tom 
Miller will be retiring on June 30th 
after six years at the helm of KOG. We 
will miss his kind and gentle presence, 
his depth of knowledge about children 
with low incidence disabilities, his 
belief in meeting high standards for 

all children, and his collaborative ap-
proach. 
We are delighted that David Cook will 
be starting as the new KOG Principal 
on July 1st. David brings many years 
of experience working in both public 
and private special education settings 
with a wide range of students. Our 
interview committee was impressed by 
his passion and energy, his hands-on 
approach to leadership, and his repu-
tation as a leader who listens to staff, 
communicates well, and gets things 
done. He will be a great addition to an 
already strong leadership team.
Wishing you all a safe, healthy, and 
sunny summer!      - Fran
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Go paperless!
Help us save paper. 
Sign up for our electronic newsletter. 
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FOND FAREWELL...
Longtime Director of Build-
ings and Grounds, Norman 
Roberts, retired in January. 
Monique Bourgault (“Mo”) 
has been promoted to his 
position. Norman’s final 
project was to oversee the 
redesign of the lobby of the Kevin O’Grady School. The 
lobby was dedicated in his honor and a beautiful plaque 
installed -- a fitting tribute to Norm! Here he is at his re-
tirement party with Executive Director Fran Rosenberg 
and Executive Assistant Kathy Mahoney.

Kevin O’Grady School Principal Tom 
Miller will be retiring on June 30th after 
six years at the helm of KOG. We will 
miss his kind and gentle presence and 
depth of knowledge about children with  
severe special needs.

High School Proms & Graduations

Recovery High School students enjoyed their prom out on 
Gloucester Harbor in a whale watch boat. Above right is 
Kristen Lee in her gown with staff member Tara Briggs before 
boarding the boat.
Nineteen seniors graduated from the Northshore Academy 
Upper School in June. Here are some of them enjoying a “group 
selfie” (left). Congratulations to all of our graduates!


