
 
 

Developmental Trauma and Learning Workshop  

The Impact on Academic Performance 
 

 
Presents current research findings on how children’s brains, minds, and bodies respond to 
traumatic experiences and how prevalent adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are in today’s 

classroom 
Explores how traumatic reactivity of children with complex trauma can adversely impact their 
ability to learn 
Develops a deeper understanding of challenging behaviors during the school day that can help 
develop empathic responses from school personnel and lead to compassionate accountability 

Reviews the IEP process (some basic knowledge of the process is helpful but not necessary) 
and points out the areas where a knowledge and understanding of the impact of trauma on 
learning is essential 
Explains how to use “Present Levels of Education Performance – Other Educational Needs 
(PLEP B)” in the IEP to discern needs for students with trauma or other behavioral health 

issues throughout the school day 
Discusses how to write relevant and measurable goals for social-emotional learning and post-
secondary transition, both of which are essential for positive life outcomes 
Discusses the paradigm shift towards “safe and supportive schools” which act to end zero 
tolerance disciplinary procedures that lead to school push-out (exclusion, suspension, 

expulsion) and puts students at-risk for the PK to prison pipeline 

Includes many resources for an increased understanding of the subject including a Teacher’s 
Toolkit to use before, during, and after a behavioral crisis 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Learning Objectives 
 

• As a result of the learning experiences in the training, participants will become better 
able to use evidence based strategies in the classroom and school that support the 
academic growth of students who have experienced trauma while being aware of 
behavioral triggers that may disrupt the learning process 

• Participants will learn how to create a safe, supportive and trauma-sensitive 
environment in their classroom and school for all students, understanding the impact 
that poverty, home environment, family history of trauma, age and gender may have on 
the learning process 

• Participants will learn how to approach behavior challenges holistically and with 

inquisitiveness by asking “What has happened to this student and their family, and 
what can we do to help?” 

 

Presented by:                                                                               

Federation for Children with Special Needs 

Instructor: Mary-Beth Landy, Training and Support 

Specialist – Recruitment, Training & Support Center  

When: Wednesday, August 15  

Time: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm  

Where: Northshore Academy                                                                                                                      

126 Sohier Road, Beverly, MA  

Cost:  Free Full Day  

 

           Online Registration 

https://fcsn.org/
https://www.nsedu.org/developmental-trauma-learning-workshop
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