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Future looks bright with new grants,
leadership, property & programs

This was the best year yet for the Festivus 5K for
Autism! Approximately $24,000 will go directly into
educational programming for our students with autism.
Whether you sponsored, ran, donated, volunteered or came out
to cheer everyone on, we are grateful for your support.

Message from Executive Director Fran Rosenberg

The Consortium's future looks bright as we enter 2019! After a
summer filled with fun and learning, we started this school year
with new buildings and new leaders in place. We are delighted
to own the property in Topsfield that is home to our Topsfield
Vocational Academy (TVA), and even happier that we quickly
filled the building with the program's highest enrollment. 
 
David Cook, the Kevin O'Grady School's new Principal, has
brought fresh energy and many new ideas to our oldest and
largest school. Our new Director of Educational Technology
Eric Aldrich has quickly become an indispensable member of
our leadership team.
 
Several major gifts have helped us develop new programs, train
staff, and enhance the educational and enrichment activities
available for our students. (Message continued below)

Program News
 

Northshore Academy Upper
School students have been
scaling mountains and hiking in
the woods thanks to continued
support from Cell Signaling
Technology for the school's
Outdoor Adventure Program.

In November, teachers Mike
Burns and Dan Cox led students
on an overnight trip to
Crawford Notch in the White
Mountains, where they stayed
at the AMC Highland Center. 

The group hiked Mt. Willard
(shown in the photo above) and
did some sightseeing at local
waterfalls. "I go on as many
trips as I can. It is all about the
adventure," said one student.

They also went on a canoe trip
in the early fall.



Thanks to a grant from the van Otterloo Family Foundation,
we were able to provide a two-day training for 150
staff members on the Think:Kids Collaborative Problem Solving
method of dealing with problem behaviors in the classroom.

A generous gift from Mollie and John Byrnes has enabled us to
expand the digital arts program at TVA, purchase the
Benchmark Advance curriculum for early literacy at the Lower
Academy, purchase new digital texts for astronomy, world
history, life science, and physical science at the Upper Academy,
and expand the Independent Living and Peer Mentoring
programs at SOAR and Embark.

The van Otterloo Family Foundation funded two days of the
Think:Kids Collaborative Problem Solving training for over 150
staff members. Staff have begun to implement what they
learned and are already seeing a decrease in high risk behaviors,
restraints, time-outs and suspensions.  

Support from the John W. Alden Foundation has enabled us to
offer several sessions of Y outh Mental Health First Aid Training
at very low cost to educators and youth workers. These sessions
have been well attended and the feedback from participants
extremely positive.  (Continued below)

  
Transition Programs

SOAR and Embark students
went on a number of field trips
recently, including to the
Sports Museum in Boston
(above) and the Salem Police
Department.

Students have begun producing
a bi-weekly news program,
called SENN for SOAR Embark
Network News. Students report,
edit, direct and produce the
video segments which feature
current events, student
internships and other
happenings. You can catch the
broadcast on the Northshore
Education Consortium Facebook
page.

The Transition program
welcomed Employment
Specialist Melissa Nobles at the
start of the school year. Melissa
has many years of experience
in the legal and social service
fields and is a passionate

https://www.facebook.com/Northshore-Education-Consortium-161872840498835/


East Boston Savings Bank gave us a $5,000 grant to purchase
more ChromeBooks for the classroom. Grants Manager
Deborah Gardner Walker (second from right front row) and
Educational Technology Director Eric Aldrich (center top)
attended a breakfast with more than a hundred other grantees
to receive the check.

The Coolidge Rock Wall at the Northshore Academy Upper
School has been completed and students are very excited to
begin climbing.

The Festivus 5K for Autism in Salem in December raised
$24,000, the most ever. The proceeds will enhance curriculum
and programming for students with autism.

We received a grant from JT Fortin Foundation for Autism to
purchase needed items for the Occupational Therapy
department at the Kevin O'Grady School.

A $115,000 grant from The Tower Foundation has enabled us to
pilot a "wraparound" program, named NEC Connections, in
collaboration with five of our member districts. A clinical social
worker has been hired to help high risk students and families
access appropriate community resources and provide
consultation to school teams on working with these students
and their families.

We are also excited about the work we are doing in
collaboration with the Northshore Y MCA and JRI/ Children's
Friends and Family Services on the PASS program -- Positive
Alternatives to Suspension. Michelle Lipinski, our Recovery
High School Principal, has been instrumental in creating and
supporting this program, which helps struggling high school
students from member districts reduce their suspension time,
receive mental health and substance use screenings and

advocate for diversity and
inclusion in the workplace.

Melissa facilitates strong,
reciprocal business partnerships
between the Transition program
and area businesses to establish
and maintain instructive,
growth-driven internships for
the students. Melissa also
provides one-on-one and group
occupational development,
focusing on the interests and
strengths of students, with an
eye toward long-term
employment.

KOG students meet
Beverly firemen

Kevin O'Grady School students
were thrilled to meet Beverly
firemen and check out their big
trucks during a recent fire
drill. 

Topsfield Voc Academy

Topsfield Vocational Academy
woodworking students and their
teacher Mark Webster are hard
at work building an historic
clamming skiff and baskets at
the Essex Shipbuilding Museum.
The project is subsidized
through a grant from Essex
County Community Foundation. 



referrals, and return to school ready to succeed. (Continued
below)

Students and staff of the Topsfield Vocational Academy donated
$733 for Hope Academy and Medical Center, its sister school in
Zimbabwe.

As always, I was inspired by the generosity of our staff and
families during the holiday season. Our students and staff raised
money to help our own families in need through our Giving
Tree. We also supported a variety of food drives, Beverly
Bootstraps, a local animal shelter, US Troops, and our "sister
school" Hope Academy in Zimbabwe. In January, our Topsfield
staff took up a collection to help local Coast Guard families put
food on their tables during the federal government shutdown.

Wishing you all the best for a wonderful 2019! Fran

Reading to and cuddling with therapy dogs

Fran Rosenberg visited recently
and was impressed by the
students' concentration,
teamwork, and ability to use a
variety of tools and techniques
-- all skills that will help them in
their future careers. The
Shipbuilding Museum is one of
the many community sites that
students work at to practice
what they've learned in class.
 
Recovery High School

Northshore Recovery High
School is so fortunate to have
the support of our state
senators and representatives on
Beacon Hill. 
 
Recovery High hosted a
legislative breakfast in
December that was attended
by Salem State
Representative Paul
Tucker, Beverly State
Representative Jerry
Parisella, Peabody State
Representative Tom Walsh,
Hannah Mori from the office
of Senator Joan B. Lovely,
Dulce Gonzalez from the office
of Senator Brendan
Crighton, Amesbury State
Representative James
Kelcourse, and Eric Buckley,
Principal at Peabody Veterans
Memorial High School.
 
Salem Rep. Paul Tucker is
pictured above (far left) with
Recovery High Principal
Michelle Lipinski, Consortium
Executive Director Fran
Rosenberg and Consortium CFO
Glenn Bergevin.



We have two new therapy dogs in the classroom -- Charlie
Brown, a golden doodle at the Lower Academy (above) and
Franklin, a shelter dog from Puerto Rico at the Recovery High
School (below). The students have been reading to Charlie
Brown and he is a fast learner. He wrote this message to
introduce himself:

Hi my name is Charlie Brown. I am part poodle, part golden
retriever, better known as a Golden Doodle. I am 14 months old
and weigh about 64 pounds. I am certified to work in an
elementary school and visit at the Northshore Academy Lower
School three days per week. 
 
I have some awesome jobs, including greeting students at
morning arrival and being a reading partner with Ms. Jess's
students. I love to listen to a good book while getting my head
or belly rubbed. Students can even earn Charlie Cards to spend
special time with me. I go home extremely tired from all of my
special walks. 
 
I enjoy helping students reach their goals to boost self-esteem,
control their emotions, make friends, and pay attention in class.
I love being part of the school's family.

 
A film crew has been shooting
at Recovery High for more than
a year to produce a
documentary about the school. 

Swiss Social Workers
Visit the Consortium

Social workers from the Zurich
School of Social Work in
Switzerland paid a visit to
the Consortium. Several of our
social workers at KOG, NSAU
and RHS showed them around
and answered questions. The
visitors commented on the
warm and "safe" feeling in each
of our programs, and noted that
students were positively
engaged in learning.

Lower Academy

More puppy love! Northshore



Franklin was adopted from Cape Ann Animal Aid by RHS art
teacher Mary Devin. He was recently certified as an emotional
support dog and comes to school every day. The lovable puppy
makes everyone laugh with his antics, and feel comforted by
his unconditional love.

The wound is the place where the light
enters you. -- Rumi
 
Franklin's story is one of heartbreak and healing. Last April,
Recovery High School's much beloved student Shawn O'Neill
passed away from an overdose. Shawn had been lobbying hard
for the school to get a dog, and after his death, his family raised
money to adopt and train a dog, as Shawn so desperately
wanted. 
 
Franklin (formally named Franklin O'Neill in tribute to Shawn)
was one of 150 abandoned dogs brought to Massachusetts from
Puerto Rico. Art Teacher Mary Devin immediately took to him
when she visited Cape Ann Animal Aid. He was very calm and
licked her hands while other dogs barked around them. She
sensed that he had the right temperament to become the
school's therapy dog. 
 
During his first days at RHS, Franklin got a much-needed
haircut, some gentle reminders that it is considered uncouth to
pee in the hallways, and a whole lot of love. 
 
Franklin is still a puppy, and in a way, all the students and
teachers at the school function as his emotional support
humans. Despite his certification as a trained emotional support
dog, it must be pointed out that the students have raised
Franklin: he hustles for snacks, is never where he's supposed to
be, and freely doles out sloppy displays of affection. (Thanks to

Academy Lower School students
enjoy learning lessons with
their therapy dog Charlie
Brown.

FRANKLIN IS A SOCIAL MEDIA
HOUND! You can follow him
on Facebook and Instagram.

FRANKLIN IS IN THE NEWS!
Read this Salem News article 
about Franklin's role at
Recovery High School.
___________________

Please consider making a
gift to support our work
with students with special
needs. Thank you.

DONATE ONLINE

https://www.facebook.com/FranklinONeillRHS/
https://instagram.com/franklin_oneill?utm_source=ig_profile_share&igshid=1d16bdp6a6um8
https://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/for-students-in-recovery-he-s-their-best-friend/article_898b3eae-8a03-54f6-ab41-8e02a105ce2a.html
https://www.nsedu.org/ways-to-give/make-a-gift/


Devin and English Teacher Michaela Gile for supplying info on
Franklin for this article) 

Newsletter Edited by Deborah Gardner Walker

Follow us on FACEBOOK  WEBSITE

info@nsedu.org

https://www.facebook.com/Northshore-Education-Consortium-161872840498835/
https://www.nsedu.org

